
An open letter from our governing body 
 

Like many community groups and organisations this current situation is presenting huge challenges on many 

levels. 

 

Cilla James and her team of professionals have worked tirelessly during this period to support all children 

and their families within our school community, particularly those that are vulnerable and are key workers. 

 

Home learning has been a challenge for everyone but Cilla and her team have ensured that learning continues 

via the medium of technology and that educational and fun resources have been delivered directly to each 

child’s home. The posts that Cilla is sharing on the school’s Facebook page demonstrates that our parents and 

children have embraced these strange times and continue to learn enthusiastically. 

 

One member of staff in particular has worked above and beyond to ensure that our families feel supported 

both on a practical level by organising food parcels and also emotionally. 

 

Communication has been robust and consistent, with the head and individual teachers personally telephoning 

parents and children on a regular basis to provide reassurance, encouragement and that all important 

connection.  

 

Never before has our school demonstrated more its ability to live by its strong ethos and values and as a 

governing body we can assure you Cilla and her team are doing an incredible job. 

 

In line with the National directive, Cilla and her staff are now working on plans for the partial reopening of 

school after half term. I’m sure you can appreciate this is a huge and complex undertaking with the safety of 

pupils and staff at the centre of this task. 

 

As a small school we rely heavily on fundraising to fill the gaps in national funding and also to provide 

enrichment to our children’s education experience. Clearwell Shas always been resourceful and proactive in 

this area but it is sadly an area that will be hugely compromised this year. 

 

Ongoing social distancing restrictions will drastically restrict what activities we can organise.  

 

With this in mind Cilla James has created this PayPal fundraising plan which she is hoping will encourage 

members of our community to show support to their school by way of financial donation. She has set a target 

of £2000.  

 

https://paypal.me/pools/c/8pbNkv1gJp 

 

If you are able to contribute in any small way our school family will be so extremely grateful. Any creative 

ideas and suggestions for fundraising initiatives would also be welcomed! 

 

Frustratingly we had some amazing community events planned for this summer term that we have had to 

postpone. The school had organised a celebration of VE Day ...  the results of the children’s Impact of War 

on Clearwell were to culminate in an open invitation to the village to join us for an event in Clearwell 

Memorial Hall. 

 

Fingers crossed that this event and also our annual fete and garden party are able to take place later this year 

when it is safe for us all to come together again. 

 

In the meantime, we wish everyone a safe and healthy summer and thank you for supporting our fantastic 

school. 

 

The Governing Body 


