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Oak class have had a busy term so far! The children 

have been learning all about the circus as part of 

their topic work and 

have designed a   

circus which we will 

be making after half 

term. I am also very 

excited to announce 

that after half term 

the children will be 

participating in a 

c i r c u s  s k i l l s      

workshop. Over  

four weeks the   

children will be 

taught a range of 

skills and will work 

towards putting on a 

circus show for parents and Willow class.  

Look out for more information soon !   

 

During the term, we have enjoyed our wellie walks 

and on many occasions have got very wet from get-

ting caught out in the rain.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of the parents that have 

helped on wellie walks this term.  

The children have been studying poems in literacy 

and have participated in a mixture of learning poems 

by heart, writing their own poems and considering 

different poetry techniques. We have particularly 

enjoyed learning Michael Rosens; ‘Hand on the bridge’ 

and do hope you enjoyed the children’s rendition of 

this  at the open afternoon.  

In maths, we have enjoyed looking at number and 

place value. We have looked at 2-digit numbers and 

for the reception children learning our pairs to 10.  

It’s been a fantastic half term with lots of lovely 

work produced by the children in all areas of their 

learning.  I hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved 

break and thank you for your continued support.  

Oak Class Dear Parents and friends                                            

of the school, 

It doesn’t seem possible that we have reached the end 

of Term 3 already – half way through the school year! 

When I think about everything that has happened 

since the end of last term I feel hugely grateful to 

everyone for staying with us, for believing in the school 

and its future and for offers of help and support that 

have come from all directions. We are really pulling 

together as a community and that is great to see.   

Governors have been meeting almost every week to 

make decisions about the way forward, and we hope 

that by the end of half term we may have some       

expressions of interest from school leaders who are 

interested in becoming our next Headteacher. Staff 

have been working extremely hard, both with their 

classes and also in attending courses and preparing 

schemes of work so that we can demonstrate that we 

have everything in place that a new Headteacher would 

expect to see. The children are responding well to the 

new behaviour policy and have really enjoyed their  

projects this term. The visit to Caerleon yesterday was 

a great climax to the Willow class’ work on the Romans 

and Oak class have visits from a Bristol based troup 

who will be teaching them circus skills, leading to a 

performance next term to round off their circus    

project. 

Ian and I are enjoying the new experience of Co-

Headship – and it is certainly a tru-ism that two heads 

are better than one! We would both like to say thank 

you for supporting the new arrangement, for coming to 

talk to us and share your views about the school and 

for the many ways in which so many of you have       

offered help and support. 

Henry Ford famously said  

“Coming together is a beginning, staying together is 
progress, and working together is success” 

If we all pull together, talk positively about the school 

and all that is happening, then the future can be bright 

and secure for your  children, and for those to come. 



Friends of Clearwell have organised a 

fundraiser with Bag2School.  A bag will 

be sent home with your child for you to 

donate any unwanted clothes and      

textiles. The more we collect the more 

we raise for our school.  Have a good rummage this 

holiday!     Collection date is 3rd March. 

 

Cake Sale for Valentine’s Day            

Thank you to everyone who brought cakes for     

yesterday’s sale – and to those who bought them! 

There was a wonderful array of cakes, cup cakes and 

decorated buns which were eagerly snapped up and 

raised a total of £50 for school funds. 

Watch out for our fund raising thermometer which 

will appear soon and show you how well we are doing 

in our drive to replace outdated IT equipment. 

Friends of Clearwell 

Day Club Pupils Provider Cost Dates Finish 

Monday       

Tuesday Choir Oak & Willow Miss Brint Nil 21st Feb—4th April 4pm 

Wednesday Recorders Oak  Yr2 & Willow Julie Lamb £5 per term 22nd Feb—5th April 4pm 

Thursday Drum club Willow Glyn Watkins Nil 2nd Mar—6th April 4.15pm 

 Book Club Oak Mrs Hopkins Nil 24th Feb—6th April 4.15pm 

Friday Art & Craft Oak & Willow Gemma Jukes Nil 25th Feb—7th April 4pm 

The following after school clubs have been planned for after half term.  

As you can see we have a variety of after school clubs planned for next term for children of all ages. Please 

note that Drum Club does not begin until Thursday 2 March while all other clubs begin in the first week back. 

All clubs start at 3.15 and finish at 4.00p.m. except for Drum Club and Book Club which end at 4.15 p.m.      

We kindly ask all parents / carers to ensure that their children are collected on time. 

If you are interested in your child joining a club then please let Mrs Frith know as soon as possible. 

20th February Start of Term 4 

2nd March  World Book Day book sale 

21st March  World Down Syndrome Day  
   “Wear an extra sock” 

24th March  Comic Relief dress up day and        
   cake sale 

1st May  Bank Holiday 

26th May  INSET day 

Important dates for your diary 

At a recent meeting of the School Council the   

following were discussed: 

 More Computers are needed for both classes 

 The school library needs to be tidied with 

librarians appointed. 

 Pupils need to be reminded to use the school 

suggestion box (Brain Box) 

 Felt tip pens need to be replenished in     

Willow class! 

 More foam balls are needed for the        

playground. 



Awards of the week 

 Willow Oak 

Headteacher 

Award 

Owen Creed Florence Cherry 

Star of the week Toby Jenkins Asha Wheeler 

Top Table Jack Benwell 

Finley Lynch 

Jack Skidmore 

Joshua Jenkins 

Attendance 

23-27 January 2017 % 

Attendances 91.30 

Authorised absences 7.43 

Unauthorised absences 1.27 

Please note there will be no swimming for Willow in 

Term 4 as previously time-tabled. 

Notices 

Top Table 

Star of the Week 

Willow Class 

Star of the Week  

Oak Class 

Headteachers Award  

Willow Class 

Headteachers Award  

OakClass 

All schools have to keep detailed records of         

attendance and to set targets for average           

attendance over each term and year. The National 

Expectation is for 96% attendance across the school 

year. 

At the present time Clearwell falls well below that 

target. Over the past term our attendance rate 

comes in at 81% which is very disappointing. In a 

small school it only takes one or two children with 

significantly low attendance rates to skew the   

overall percentages significantly. This term only 2 

children in Willow Class and 5 in Oak achieved 100% 

attendance. Congratulations to them – and they will 

receive a certificate on Friday. Let’s see if between 

now and Easter we can make a big improvement to 

those figures. 

Punctuality is another area where we have to keep 

records of children who do not arrive on time for 

lining up and going into school at 8.45. Most of our 

children are almost always on time, but there are a 

few who are persistently late, and so are marked in 

the register as late arrivals. If this is you, please 

make an effort to be here in good time so that your 

child can start the day’s lessons alongside their 

peers and will not disturb lessons by coming into 

classroom after everyone else has settled down. 

Fifteen minutes late per day is 1.25 hours per week, 

48.75 hours per year! 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to make sure 

that every child has access to the full curriculum. 


